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in the third generation: Warbtirton was but ten years younger. And there was also this difference, that in the case of the two thieves neither was official ringleader : on the contrary, they took it turn about; great-grandpapa was ringleader to-day, and the little great-grandson to-morrow :
" Each in his turn was "botli leader and led " :
whereas, in the connexion of the two literary accomplices, the Doctor was latterly always the instigator to any outrage on good sense, and Pope, from mere habit of deference to the Doctor's theology and theological wig, as well as from gratitude for the Doctor's pugnacity in his defence (since Warburton really was as good as a bull-dog in protecting Pope's advance or retreat), followed with docility the leading of his reverend friend into any excess of folly. It is true that oftentimes in earlier days Pope had run into scrapes from his own. heedlessness, and the Doctor had not the merit of suggesting the escapade^ but only of defending it; which he always does (as sailors express it) " with a will" : for he never shows his teeth so much, or growls so ferociously, as when he suspects the case to be desperate. But in the Satires, although the original absurdity comes forward in the text of Pope, and the Warburtonian note in defence is apparently no more than an afterthought of the good Doctor in his usual style of threatening to cudgel anybody who disputes his friend's assertion, yet sometimes the thought expressed and adorned by the poet had" been prompted by the divine. This only can account for the savage crotchets, paradoxes, and conceits which disfigure Pope's later edition of his Satires.
Truth, even of the most appreciable order, truth of history, goes to wreck continually under the perversities of Pope's satire applied to celebrated men; and, as to the higher truth of philosophy, it was still less likely to survive amongst the struggles for striking effects and startling contrasts. But worse by far are Pope's satiric sketches of women, as carrying the same outrages on good sense to a far greater excess; and, as these expose more brightly the false principles on which he worked, and have really been the chief ground of tainting Pope's memory with the reputation.